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Abstract

The existence of evil in the world and its connection with the existence of the God
of religions has always been a concern of mankind. However, alongside the analysis
of evil and the argument from evil in philosophical-theological literature, the aspect
of the normativity of evil and, as a result, the commitments that will be the
responsibility of the defender of the argument in this area, have received less
attention. The dominant approach is that evil is normative; however, the lack of
attention or commitment to meta-normative commitments will create
inconsistencies for the defenders of the argument from evil. These commitments
will be manifested in semantic, epistemological, metaphysical and theological
dimensions, and it is necessary that there are coherence and correlation between
the chosen basis in these axes with the concept of evil and the formulation of the
premises of the argument. In the field of semantics of value, it is about being
cognitive or non-cognitive, in its ontology it is about having an independent reality
and the existential type of value, and in the epistemology of value there is also a
discussion on the possibility, occurrence and manner of knowledge of normative
matters. Among these approaches, cognitiveness, objectivity, and knowledge of
value are fully consistent with the argument. However, the opposing approaches will
face serious challenges that will be the responsibility of the defender of the
argument to resolve.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The existence of evil in the world is usually considered a contradiction against the
existence of God, and the existence of the God of traditional religions with the
attributes of absolute knowledge, power, and benevolence is in contradiction with
the existence of various evils in the world. Therefore, if such a God exists, such an
evil should not be annoying, and since we perceive such evil with all our being, then
God cannot exist, or at least the possibility of His existence is reduced. This is a
brief account of the problem of evil, the premises of which have been much debated
by both theists and atheists. However, this article addresses one important and
worthy aspect of this issue, which is to note that evil is a normative category, and
that relying on it and using it is dependent on adherence to meta-normative
principles and commitments. The dimension of evil normativity is manifested when
individuals’ express hatred and displeasure when evil is realized or even when they
hear its name, and this inner and emotional feeling indicates that these disturbing
and hateful things are examples of categories that should not exist and that their
metaphysical realization is also problematic. This claim and similar claims arise
from meta-normative commitments; prerequisites that are effective in assessing the
nature, existence, and judgments of evil. In the premises of the argument from evil,
first the existence of abnormal and ugly things is proven and established, then, by
incorporating other premises, an argument is made against the existence of God.
Now, if someone does not accept the existence of evil in the world, or considers it
relative, or considers knowledge of them impossible, will he fail in organizing the
argument or will the claim not undergo any change?

Normative Aspect of Evil

The origin of the expression of norm in the vocabulary of the field of evil can be
traced to the reflection of that matter in individuals, which is mainly one of two
things: (a) suffering and pain; (b) creating a feeling of unpleasantness and
undesirability. The normative aspect of evil is mainly centered on suffering or pain
in humans (or even animals). Suffering is a mental state in which we strongly wish
that the situation was different. (Hick, 1978, p. 282) Guilt, regret, loss of loved ones,
seeing a frightening or sad scene, severe natural and social events are examples that
contain an unbearable or difficult to bear state for humans, which we interpret as
suffering. Pain is also a physical thing and a reaction to an internal or external
factor. Sometimes the origin of the expression of abnormality is a negative or
ominous feeling that is transmitted by the user.

There is some disagreement as to whether evil and badness are related. The
dominant approach is that evil is essentially something that one feels bad about,
something that is abhorrent and unseemly that should not exist, and that the
mechanism of the world should move in a direction where there is no evil or where
it is at its lowest level. The empirical abnormality aspect of evil can be summarized
in the domain of value (unpleasantness and inappropriateness) and the rational
normative aspect of evil in the domain of necessity (unsuitability and unseemliness).
Evil is initially defined as things that are incompatible with human nature and
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feelings and even the source of suffering and pain, and this is a component of evil
that exists in the area of its recipient or perceiver; but in the analytical step, the point
is that these things should not exist and efforts should be made to reduce or
completely eliminate them, and in the theological dimension, God should not have
given them permission to be created.

The Meta-Normativity of Evil

Anyone who considers the existence of evil in the world to be an argument against
the existence of God needs, semantically, ontologically, epistemologically, and
theologically, to be committed to grounds so that his claim is complete and
consistent between grounds and claims. This is doubly important because some
theorists of evil and its logical challenge or its counterargument against the existence
of God have not committed to some of its necessary meta-normative grounds, and
therefore there is a great gap between their grounds and claims. As a result, instead
of an a posteriori response to the argument from evil against the existence of God, a
priori responses based on a priori grounds and commitments can be offered.
Whether people use the word evil to refer to bad things, whether they are dealing
with evil in an absolute or relative way, whether they claim to know evil correctly
and whether what they claim to be evil is actually evil, all arise from meta-
normative commitments that are not given much attention when examining the issue
of evil; but when we step back a little, it becomes clear how important these
questions are. For example, Michael Patterson, reporting on a child murder by a
mother and then the mother's confession, says that the local newspaper there called it
an evil act; while it was a non-religious and secular media, and the relativity of
values is a common and accepted thing among these media, which unintentionally
make such a statement and consider it a definite evil. So, their focus was that
everyone should condemn this act, and relativity is not accepted in this work.
(Peterson, 2018, p. 4)
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