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Abstract

Various perspectives have been proposed to resolve the conflict between science and religion. Some
have attempted to place science in the service of religion while complete ly rejecting scientific findings. In
contrast, another group, relying on the empirical method, has set aside religion. However, there exists a
third group that emphasizes the possibility of peaceful and constructive coexistence and interaction
between science and religion. Given the differing viewpoints in this area, the aim of the present study is to
examine the theory of religious science from the perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and to analyze its
educational implications.

Using a mixed-method research approach combining content analysis and implication inquiry, this
article has analyzed the core of his theory—one of the innovative perspectives in the discourse on
religious science—and its educational implications. According to the findings of this study, the theory of
religious science under discussion not only influences the determination of principles and methods of
Islamic education but also has profound effects on the three levels of the educational system, namely
educational policymaking, curriculum planning, and the evaluation system. The most important
educational implications are as follows: revising high-level policy documents with the aim of "discovering
the divine system governing existence"; designing a roadmap for the Islamization of sciences based on the
unity of knowledge; training teachers with dual expertise—mastery of scientific content and the
foundations of Islamic education; redesigning curricula in a way that enables concrete connections
between educational concepts and a monotheistic worldview; and finally, transforming the evaluation

system using modern assessment tools to simultaneously measure students' "scientific skills" and
"monotheistic insight." In this model, the teacher is transformed from the traditional role of knowledge
transmitter into a "monotheistic educator" (morabbi-ye tawhidi) who possesses a monotheistic insight
regarding their discipline, the ability to integrate science and religion, and the competence to serve as a

practical role model.
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Extended abstract

Various perspectives have been proposed to resolve the conflict between science
and religion. Some have attempted to place science in the service of religion while
completely rejecting scientific findings. In contrast, another group, relying on the
empirical method, has set aside religion. However, there exists a third group that
emphasizes the possibility of peaceful and constructive coexistence and interaction
between science and religion. Given the differing viewpoints in this area, the aim of
the present study is to examine the theory of religious science from the perspective
of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and to analyze its educational implications.

Using a mixed-method research approach combining content analysis and
implication inquiry, this article has analyzed the core of his theory—one of the
innovative perspectives in the discourse on religious science—and its educational
implications.

A philosophical analysis of the findings reveals that the origin of many apparent
tensions between science and religion stems from a misunderstanding of the
epistemological hierarchy. Within this framework, the fundamental problem is the
inappropriate opposition of rationality with religion itself, whereas in reality, this
opposition should be considered between reason and transmitted texts (sacred
scriptures). This conceptual distinction is the key to resolving many existing
challenges in this field. Accordingly, the main solution in this regard is to determine
the proper place of reason within the system of religious knowledge. Once reason
and science are placed in their actual position as instruments of knowledge in the
service of the religious system, the very concept of conflict between science and
religion as an epistemological paradox becomes null and void. On this basis, when
facing apparent incompatibilities, the more precise term is "conflict between reason
and transmitted texts”, not the more general phrase "conflict between reason and
religion™.

A systematic examination of the key elements of the theory shows that in this
view, both reason and tradition are valid sources of knowledge within the
comprehensive framework of religious knowledge. Reason, through the discovery of
natural laws, achieves knowledge of the generative manifestations of the divine will,
while tradition, by presenting the revelatory content, expresses the legislative aspect
of this will. In view of these principles, the distinction between religious and non-
religious science is fundamentally incorrect, since any true knowledge ultimately
leads to a better understanding of the divine system of existence and is therefore
considered religious in nature. This view paves the way for a constructive
interaction between scientific achievements and religious knowledge.

According to the findings of this study, the theory of religious science under
discussion not only influences the determination of principles and methods of
Islamic education but also has profound effects on the three levels of the educational
system, namely educational policymaking, curriculum planning, and the evaluation
system.

The most important educational implications are as follows: revising high-level
policy documents with the aim of "discovering the divine system governing
existence"; designing a roadmap for the Islamization of sciences based on the unity
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of knowledge; training teachers with dual expertise—mastery of scientific content
and the foundations of Islamic education; redesigning curricula in a way that enables
concrete connections between educational concepts and a monotheistic worldview;
and finally, transforming the evaluation system using modern assessment tools to
simultaneously measure students' "scientific skills" and "monotheistic insight.”

In this model, the teacher is transformed from the traditional role of knowledge
transmitter into a "monotheistic educator” (morabbi-ye tawhidi) who possesses a
monotheistic insight regarding their discipline, the ability to integrate science and
religion, and the competence to serve as a practical role model.

Therefore, by extending the theory of religious science discussed in the field of
education, it can be concluded that Islamic education, as a practical and result-
oriented process, requires a transition from mere theorizing to objective and
effective actions. In this transition, "educational principles" play the role of
theoretical to practical converters and are considered the connecting link between
religious foundations and practical methods of education. Based on the view of
religious science of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, the four fundamental principles of
"comprehensiveness of religion™, "monotheistic rationality”, "unity of knowledge"
and "divine orientation of sciences" outline the theoretical framework of the Islamic
education system. These principles, while emphasizing the comprehensive and
integrated view of religion on all dimensions of human existence, define reason in
the service of revelation and organize all branches of knowledge on the path of
approaching God.

In summary, the educational system based on the perspective, on the one hand
relying on solid theoretical principles and on the other hand utilizing efficient
methods, paves the way for the training of God-believing thinkers whose thought
and human being are organized towards knowing and approaching God. This
possibility can provide a native and efficient model for designing the education
system in Islamic societies, especially in contrast to secular models.
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