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Abstract

One of the important issues in moral philosophy is explaining the sources that are influential in
explaining moral judgments. In this regard, profound discussions have long taken place concerning the
role and scope of reason in moral. Some have gone so far as to attribute the origin of moral propositions
entirely to reason and rational principles. In his moral philosophy, Henry Sidgwick seeks an objective and
universal foundation for moral judgments, and he considers rational intuition to be a fundamental factor
in discovering moral principles and ethical values, whose ultimate goal is to optimize the outcomes and
consequences of actions. By differentiating between various types of intuition, he emphasizes the role of
reason in refining and systematizing these intuitions to prevent contradictions and moral relativism. In
contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli by relying on the principles of Islamic philosophy and revealed teachings,
not only considers reason to be a fundamental source in the field of ethics and even in some cases, believes
in the independence of reason in this field, but unlike Sidgwick, does not neglect revelation, which is itself
another valuable source in this field. This article employs a descriptive-analytical method and a critical
approach to elucidate the role of reason in Sidgwick's theory, subsequently critiquing it from the
perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. Sidgwick seeks to create a moral system based on rational
intuitions, but Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, in addition to emphasizing the role of reason in the field of ethics,
also emphasizes the necessity of relying on and paying attention to revelation and spirituality in this field,
and considers the consequentialist approach based on mere intuition to lack sufficient support for
achieving true human happiness.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

One of the important issues in the field of ethics, both in terms of understanding
moral virtues and in terms of practicing those virtues, is the possibility of
recognizing the factors that affect moral propositions, such as feelings and emotions,
reason and argument, conscience, common sense, etc.; meaning that each of these
factors can affect our understanding of morality or create motivation to perform a
moral act. Henry Sidgwick (1838-1900) believed that morality should not be based
solely on feelings or custom, but should be based on principles that reason can
understand and confirm. To achieve these principles, he appealed to rational
intuition, calling his theory Intuitive Utilitarianism (Shaver, 2009: 45). Unlike
Sidgwick, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli does not consider the origin of moral
propositions to be solely limited to reason and rational intuition, but rather, along
with reason, he also cites revelation, nature (fitrat), and experience. From his
perspective, God has entrusted the perception of beauty and ugliness in the
generality of moral issues to the human being and has given them reason and nature
to distinguish good moral examples from bad. In addition to reason, one must also
benefit from revelational guidelines in understanding and proving moral issues, and
paying attention to these two sources together can give the human being the correct
insight into all issues (Javadi Amoli, 1378, Vol. 5: 387).

The fundamental question that this research seeks to answer is whether self-
founded reason can resolve conflicts between personal interest and the common
good? This research attempts to present Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's perspective on
Sidgwick's theory, to critique and analyze the position of reason in this theory, and
to clarify the challenges that reason faces in explaining moral propositions.

Methodology

In this research, by using the descriptive-analytical method, an attempt is made to
analyze and explain the position of reason in Sidgwick's moral philosophy and its
criticism from the perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.

Findings

Aware of the challenges facing utilitarianism, Henry Sidgwick sought to provide a
revised version of it that would be responsive to criticism while preserving its basic
principles. Sidgwick places particular importance on intuition as an important source
of moral knowledge. He divides intuition into two main types:

A. Rational Intuitions: These are fundamental principles that are understood
through rational argument without the need for sensory experience. For example, the
principle of equality, which states that “every person should be given the same
amount of consideration as every other person enjoys,” is a rational intuition
(Sidgwick, 1907: 78).

B. Perceptual Intuitions: These intuitions are direct moral judgments about
specific situations. For example, when we see someone helping another, we
intuitively understand that this action is a good one (Sidgwick, 1907: 79).
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Sidgwick believes that rational intuitions provide a solid basis for a moral system.
Peter Singer says in this regard: “For Sidgwick, intuition is valid only when it is
self-evident” (Singer, 1974: 498).

In his works, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli has analyzed and criticized Western ethical
schools and has also evaluated and reflected on Utilitarianism. Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli believes that the human intellect, due to its limitations and worldly
attachments, is unable to discern the true and long-term interests of man. He
emphasizes that the partial intellect is captive to sensual desires and selfish motives
and cannot judge completely impartially and fairly. As a result, relying on partial
intellect to determine the moral value of an action can lead to unpleasant results. In
other words, an action that appears to provide the greatest happiness for the greatest
number of people in the short run may cause irreparable harm to society in the long
run. From the perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, partial intellect, without the
guidance of revelation, cannot fully understand the truths and, as a result, cannot be
a reliable basis for ethics (Javadi Amoli, 1387: 155).

Conclusion

By exploring the position of reason in Henry Sidgwick's moral theory and
critiquing it from the perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, this article provides a
deep understanding of the points of convergence and divergence between the two
Western and Islamic philosophical traditions in this regard. By expressing and
explaining the theory of Intuitive Utilitarianism, Sidgwick believes that some
fundamental moral principles are clearly and intuitively apparent to us, and these
principles can be used as a guide to determining the consequences of an action.
From Sidgwick's perspective, reason can help us recognize fundamental moral
principles that seem intuitively correct and at the same time are consistent with
rational rules. In Sidgwick's view, reason is understood primarily in the sense of a
calculating and reasoning-intuitive reason whose primary function is to weigh the
consequences of actions in order to achieve the greatest good. This approach, despite
its attempt at comprehensiveness, neglects the teleological and existential nature of
the good and the true interest of man. In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's view,
based on the foundations of Islamic philosophy and Transcendent Wisdom, views
reason on a more fundamental and existential level. In this view, reason is not
simply a tool for calculating consequences, but rather a manifestation of innate
reason that stems from the source of revelation and rational intuition and seeks to
understand existential truths and the true interests of man.
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1. Rational egoism

2. Rational intuitions
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1. The Dualism of Practical Reason
2. Egoistic
3. Utilitarian
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