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Abstract

Elucidating the nature of the relationship between epistemological "is-statements" and
ethical "ought-statements" gains added complexity with the introduction of revelation.
Despite scholarly emphasis on the unilateral influence of knowledge on ethics, a notable gap
persists in understanding how, within Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s intellectual framework,
epistemology and revealed ethics establish a reciprocal and elevating relationship, and what
mechanism underpins this interaction within the paradigm of "religious rationality."
Accordingly, the primary objective is to formulate a model of this reciprocal interaction.
Employing qualitative content analysis and logical reasoning, key works of Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli were scrutinized to explicate the systematic interplay among core concepts such as
purification of the soul," and "intuitive knowledge" within his
theory of religious rationality. Findings reveal this relationship as a "reciprocal, organic, and

"reason and revelation," "

ascending cycle": 1. Initial knowledge (from reason, innate disposition, revelation) — action;
2. Action + piety — soul purification (barrier removal, necessary condition) + divine bestowal
of discernment (intuitive insight, sufficient condition); 3. Elevated knowledge — superior
action. Commitment to virtues and soul purification, as an epistemological prerequisite,
eliminates perceptual obstacles (vices) and enhances the knowing agent's capacity for higher
epistemic levels, such as "discernment" (furgan) and "intuitive knowledge." This elevated
knowledge, in turn, yields superior ethical conduct. This dynamic cycle is embedded in the
paradigm of religious rationality, wherein reason operates in alignment with revelation, while
revelation serves as its expositor, complement, and overseer.
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Extended abstract

The intricate relationship between epistemology and ethics has long constituted a
central subject of philosophical and theological inquiry. This research addresses a
fundamental problem in moral philosophy: the nature of the connection between
epistemological realities and ethical imperatives, particularly when divine revelation
is integrated into the discourse. A critical examination of existing scholarship
reveals a significant gap in the literature. The majority of prior studies have
predominantly adopted a unidirectional model, focusing almost exclusively on how
knowledge grounds and directs ethical conduct. In contrast, this study seeks to shift
the paradigm by emphasizing the mutual, reciprocal, and elevating impact that
ethical praxis exerts on human cognition and spiritual capacity. The central question
is whether the relationship between knowledge and morality is merely one-
directional, with knowledge serving as the foundation for ethical behavior, or
whether ethics itself plays an active role in deepening and refining knowledge. The
research argues that within an Islamic worldview, this relationship is not linear but
mutual, organic, and development-oriented. The theoretical framework of this study
is deeply rooted in the comprehensive intellectual system of Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli, whose philosophical paradigm uniquely harmonizes rational demonstration,
the Holy Quran, and Islamic mysticism under the overarching theory of religious
rationality. In this integrated system, reason and revelation are not rivals but
complementary divine proofs that interpret and complete one another. The
importance of this inquiry lies in demonstrating that moral discipline is not only the
outcome of sound knowledge but also one of the essential conditions for the
emergence of higher knowledge. By employing this robust framework, the study
aims to demonstrate how revealed ethics and human cognition interact in a dynamic
and continuous synergy, ultimately contributing to a comprehensive model of
human perfection.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on qualitative content
analysis intricately combined with rigorous logical and philosophical reasoning. The
research is primarily foundational and theoretical in nature. The core corpus of data
is meticulously gathered from the central philosophical, theological, and exegetical
works of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, particularly his treatises on epistemology in the
Quran, foundations of ethics in the Quran, Quranic exegesis, innate human
disposition, and the relationship between religious law and knowledge. The
methodological approach involves systematically extracting key concepts pertaining
to human cognition, innate disposition, ethical mandates, and spiritual purification
from these sources. The study does not merely describe isolated statements but
instead seeks to identify the functional and structural links between the key
components of the theory, including innate disposition, theoretical and practical
reason, purification of the soul, intrinsic moral good and evil, and the relationship
between reason and revelation. Subsequently, through deep conceptual analysis and
logical deduction, the study synthesizes these elements to construct a coherent
framework that maps the precise mechanisms by which knowledge and moral action
mutually influence one another within the paradigm of Islamic religious rationality.
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Methodologically, the research treats ethical discipline as an epistemic condition
rather than solely as a moral outcome. Purification is understood as removing the
obstacles that block cognition, while virtue and piety are seen as strengthening the
capacity to attain higher forms of knowledge. This methodological orientation
allows the reconstruction of a reciprocal causal model in which knowing and acting
continuously influence each other.

Findings

The core findings of this research reveal that the relationship between knowledge
and revealed ethics in the thought of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli is not linear or
unidirectional but profoundly reciprocal, organic, and elevating. The research
identifies a dynamic, three-stage developmental process that intricately binds
epistemology and ethical action. In the first stage, primary knowledge serves as the
starting point. This foundational awareness is derived from three main sources:
human intellect, innate human disposition, and divine revelation. This initial
cognitive grasp of reality and moral principles acts as the necessary catalyst for
ethical action and human behavior. Knowledge drawn from reason, innate
disposition, and revelation leads human beings toward action and provides the
indispensable point of departure for human agency. In the second stage, the
transformative power of practical ethics is realized. When foundational knowledge
is put into practice, accompanied by piety and righteous action, it ceases to be mere
behavioral output. Instead, it initiates a profound ontological change within the
moral agent, leading directly to the purification of the soul. It is at this critical
juncture that ethics exerts its influence on knowledge: spiritual purity removes
cognitive veils and prepares the human soul for the bestowal of divine
discriminating insight and profound mystical intuition. Ethical action is not merely a
consequence of knowledge; it is also a condition for its deepening. Moral practice,
especially when grounded in sincere piety, removes the veils that prevent the
intellect and heart from perceiving higher truths. In this respect, self-purification
becomes an essential bridge between epistemology and ethics. The growth of
knowledge is linked not only to rational reasoning but also to the moral state of the
knower. As the soul becomes more purified, it becomes more capable of receiving
divine guidance and reaching heart-based witnessing. The third stage represents the
culmination of this cycle, resulting in elevated knowledge. The enhanced, spiritually
illuminated understanding that emerges from moral purity transcends ordinary
conceptual learning. This higher tier of knowledge naturally overflows into even
more perfected, sincere, and elevated forms of ethical action. Consequently, the
findings demonstrate that epistemology and ethics are not compartmentalized
domains but organically intertwined realities where moral rectitude directly expands
cognitive and spiritual capacity to perceive higher truths. The study also reveals that
within this framework, revelation has a supervisory and explanatory role over
reason. Reason is not dismissed but directed and perfected through revelation. This
produces a comprehensive model of religious rationality in which the Quran,
rational demonstration, and mystical insight are integrated without contradiction.
The result is a theory of human development in which intellectual growth and
ethical maturation proceed together, with knowledge and ethics continuously
nourishing one another.
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Conclusion

The overarching conclusion of this study is that the relationship between human
knowledge and revealed ethics is fundamentally multidirectional, deeply
intertwined, and essentially elevating. The research establishes three main pillars in
this paradigm. First, innate and rational knowledge functions as the indispensable
point of departure for human agency. Second, revealed ethics acts as the ultimate
expositor, necessary complement, and executive guarantor of moral obligations,
guiding the intellect where it falls short. Third, and most crucially, there is a
profound ontological interaction between the two realms: the purification of the soul
through ethical obedience is the absolute existential prerequisite for any genuine
epistemological elevation and spiritual enlightenment. Knowledge drawn from
reason, innate disposition, and revelation leads human beings toward action, while
ethical commitment, piety, and purification open the way to higher levels of
cognition. In this model, soul purification and divine discriminating insight are
central mechanisms through which moral life becomes epistemically fruitful.
Religious rationality in this view is a living and dynamic system in which
knowledge and ethics continuously nourish one another. Revelation does not replace
reason but completes, guides, and supervises it. At the same time, ethics is not
merely the end product of knowledge but also one of the paths to deeper knowledge.
The study ultimately proposes a final conceptual model characterized by an upward
spiral or elevating cycle. In this dynamic and continuous paradigm, righteous action
and the subsequent purification of the soul constantly unlock access to higher, more
luminous realms of knowledge. This elevated knowledge, in turn, inspires a more
profound and exact level of ethical living, thereby propelling the individual toward
ultimate human perfection and proximity to the Divine. The final implication is that
human perfection is achieved through a mutual circulation between knowing and
acting, where knowledge gives rise to ethics and ethics, in turn, elevates knowledge
to more profound and transformative levels.
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1. Virtue Epistemology
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