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Abstract

This article presents a comparative analysis of the perspectives of Shahid Morteza Motahhari and
Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli on "innate ethics." Both scholars, grounding their views in the Quran
and opposing ethical relativism, argue that morality is rooted in humanity's unchangeable divine
nature. Their fundamental agreement lies in rejecting the Hellenistic-derived theory of "rational good
and evil," emphasizing instead the universality of ethical propositions. However, subtle distinctions
exist in their epistemological explanations of this ethical innate disposition.

Shahid Motahhari adopts a holistic, pragmatic view, considering ethics an extension of "the truth of
servitude to God" and based on inherent "innate inclinations" like truth-seeking, beauty-seeking, and
self-dignity. For him, the moral conscience is active prior to rational deliberation, linking ethics to
"practical self-awareness" and its social function. By comparing the aversion to lying to hunger, he
anchors ethics in the human lifeworld.

In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli centers his framework on the "immateriality of the soul" and
"intuitive spiritual wayfaring." He posits that ethical action is realized only through "presential
knowledge," which removes dark veils and elevates the soul toward "immaterial perfection." Here,
ethical cognition is more an inner revelation than a discursive process.

Ultimately, these perspectives are complementary facets of a single truth. Motahhari's focus on
the "social function of ethics" and Javadi Amoli's emphasis on "existential teleology" together
reveal the comprehensiveness of the Islamic theory of fitrah, presenting a unique paradigm against
secular ethical systems.
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Extended abstract

This paper, titled "A Comparative Study of the Innateness of Ethics from the Perspectives of Shahid
Motahhari and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli," analyzes one of the most fundamental issues in Islamic moral
philosophy. In the current era, where moral relativism challenges the axiological foundations of
mankind, revisiting the theory of "Fitrah" (innate disposition) in Islamic thought as a peerless model
against secular ethical systems is of particular importance. In this context, Shahid Morteza Motahhari
and Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli, as two prominent thinkers, have grounded their ethical systems
on the axis of the "innateness of ethics," relying on the Holy Quran. Although both agree on the
principle of the innateness of ethics, they have subtle differences in explaining its mechanism,
foundations, and ultimate purpose, and exploring these differences can reveal the richness of the
Islamic theory of Fitrah.

The problem statement of this research revolves around two fundamental questions in moral
philosophy: First, what are the foundations of moral obligation? Second, do ethical propositions stem
from the immutable nature of humans? In a world where moral relativism has become a serious
challenge, the theory of Fitrah not only answers these questions but also provides a comprehensive
model in opposition to secular systems. The main research question is: Despite the agreement of these
two thinkers on the principle of the innateness of ethics, what are the most significant commonalities
and differences in explaining the foundations of innate ethics, and can these two viewpoints be
considered complementary?

The research method employed in this study is descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach.
The required data was extracted through an in-depth study of the primary works of these two
thinkers and analyzed by categorizing key concepts such as Fitrah, moral conscience, and the
immateriality of the soul.

The findings of the research indicate that these two thinkers are in complete agreement on key
principles. Both, citing the verse of Fitrah, reject moral relativism and attribute a universal essence to
ethics. Both also consider the theories of "theological voluntarism" (good and evil based on divine
decree) and "rational good and evil" insufficient, and posit an ontological reality for ethical
propositions. Emphasizing the inherent dignity of humans as the pivot for the inclination towards
moral virtues is another fundamental commonality between the two viewpoints. These commonalities
essentially form the basis of a unified stance against materialistic and reductionist views of ethics.

However, at the level of detailing the explanations, profound yet complementary differences are
observed. Shahid Motahhari, with a pragmatic and society-oriented perspective, analyzes ethics
within the framework of the "theory of the stratified self." From his viewpoint, humans possess two
dimensions: the "authentic self" and the "parasitic self," and ethics results from the dominance of the
"self" over the "non-self." Moral cognition in this perspective is the product of an "awakened
conscience" and "practical self-awareness" that operates prior to and independent of rational
reasoning. By likening the aversion to falsehood to the feeling of hunger, he connects ethics to the
human lifeworld and sees it as an extension of the "truth of servitude to God" in daily life. The goal of
ethics from this viewpoint is to revive humanity's inherent dignity and to systematize individual and
social relationships.

In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, relying on the mystical foundations of Transcendent Philosophy
(al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah), emphasizes the "immateriality of the soul" and "intuitive spiritual
wayfaring." In this view, the true reality of a human is the "immaterial soul" which has been veiled in
the material world. Ethical action is a means to remove these dark veils and elevate the soul towards

"immaterial perfection."

Moral cognition in this view is considered the product of "presential
knowledge" and inner unveiling, where the heart perceives good and evil directly. This cognition is
rooted in the divine inspiration of vice and virtue (Fujoor and Taqwa) within human nature. For him,

ethics is the "middle jihad" and a prerequisite for "practical mysticism," and its ultimate purpose is
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proximity to God and the heartfelt witnessing of truths.

The difference in explaining Fitrah is another important finding of this research. Shahid Motahhari
analyzes innate ethics in the form of observable and general "innate inclinations" such as truth-
seeking, benevolence, beauty appreciation, and worship, which can be monitored in human behavior.
In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli emphasizes the "innate truths" and "presential knowledge" latent
within human nature, whose flourishing requires inner spiritual wayfaring.

Finally, this research concludes with the key finding that these two interpretations are not
contradictory but rather complementary, operating as two complementary facets of a single truth. S
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Abstract

This research aims to explain the relationship between deontology and teleology in the ethical
system of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya and present a new model in Islamic moral philosophy through
qualitative content analysis of this sacred text. The significance of the current study lies in filling the
existing research gap in the philosophical reading of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya and providing a solution
to transcend classical dichotomies in moral philosophy. The research method is descriptive-analytical,
and data were collected through purposeful sampling of relevant passages of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya
and coding based on deontological and teleological indicators. Findings indicate that Al-Sahifa Al-
Sajjadiyya does not choose between deontological or teleological approaches but leads to presenting
the "Integrative Model of the Longitudinal System of Duty on the Path of Proximity". In this model,
duty and purpose are not in inherent opposition but are defined in a longitudinal relationship where
"duty" serves as the necessary path and "the ultimate purpose of divine proximity" as the final
destination. The general conclusion of the research suggests that this model not only reveals the
internal logic of Sajjadi ethics but also has the capacity for dialogue with contemporary moral
philosophy and providing an answer to the problem of the duty-consequence dichotomy.
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Extended abstract

Objective:
This research aims to critically analyze the relationship between deontological (duty-based) and
teleological (consequence-based) ethical frameworks within the ethical system of Al-Sahifa Al-
Sajjadiyya (The Psalms of Islam), attributed to Imam Zain al-Abidin (AS). The primary goal is to move
beyond the classical dichotomies of Western moral philosophy and propose a novel, integrative model
specific to Islamic ethics. The study seeks to address a research gap by offering a philosophical reading
of this sacred text and providing a solution to the perennial conflict between duty and consequence in
ethical theory. Ultimately, it endeavours to elucidate the internal logic of Sajjadi ethics and articulate
a systematic model where "duty" and "ultimate purpose" are harmoniously reconciled.

Methods:
The research employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology, grounded in content analysis.
Data was collected through library research, focusing on the Quran, Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya, its
authentic commentaries, relevant hadith sources, and Islamic philosophical texts on ethics. A
purposive sampling technique was used to select relevant supplications and passages from Al-Sahifa.
These selected texts were then systematically coded and analyzed based on predefined indicators
derived from the two core theoretical frameworks:

Deontological Ethics: Focusing on concepts such as duty (taklif), pure intention, obedience to divine
command, and adherence to religious obligations (wajibat) over recommended acts (mustahabbat).

Teleological Ethics: Focusing on concepts such as proximity to God (qurb), ultimate felicity (falah),
divine pleasure (rida), and individual/social effects of actions.

The analysis was conducted through a comparative-ijtihadic approach, employing cross-
referencing with interpretive and philosophical texts to avoid superficial or reductionist
interpretations. This method aimed to reveal the coexistence of duty and purpose within the Sahifa's
ethical discourse and reconstruct a cohesive Islamic ethical framework.

Results:

The analysis of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya yields significant findings that challenge the conventional
opposition between deontology and teleology:

Presence of a Duty-Based Framework: The text strongly emphasizes deontological elements. Acts
like gratitude, forgiveness, obedience, and fulfilling religious obligations are presented as intrinsic
duties mandated by divine command, their value stemming from compliance with God's will,
independent of immediate worldly consequences. Examples include supplications that frame
thankfulness as a guided duty (Dua 44) and demand unconditional submission to divine decree (Dua
33).

Presence of a Purpose-Oriented Framework: Simultaneously, the text is profoundly teleological,
centering on the ultimate purpose (ghayah) of human existence: proximity to God (qurb ila Allah). This
is not a superficial calculation of rewards but an existential, transformative journey. The world is
viewed as a path of return to God, and human actions are meaningful only insofar as they serve as
means (wasilah, dhari'ah) towards this ultimate end. Supplications express a profound yearning for
this meeting, to the point where death becomes a "beloved companion" (Dua 40).

A Hierarchical and Integrative Relationship: Crucially, the research finds that Al-Sahifa Al-
Sajjadiyya does not force a choice between these two approaches. Instead, it constructs a "hierarchical
integrative model" where duty and purpose exist in a longitudinal (tuli), non-oppositional
relationship.

Duty as the Essential Path: Fulfilling one's duties (taklif) is the indispensable and unique path (sirat)
for spiritual progress. Duty has intrinsic value as the manifestation of servitude (‘ubudiyyah).
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Purpose as the Ultimate Perfection: The ultimate purpose of divine proximity provides direction,
meaning, and perfects the act of duty. It is the soul that animates the body of duty.

Integration of Reason and Revelation: The model bridges the gap between autonomous rationality
(as in Kantian duty) and divine command theory. While the source of obligation is divine command,
human intellect (‘aql) is the necessary condition for understanding, accepting, and actualizing that
duty. The Quran is presented as both the source of duty (the criterion) and the guide to the ultimate
purpose (the light) (Dua 42).

The Proposed Model - "The Hierarchical Model of Duty on the Path to Proximity": The synthesis of
these findings leads to the core conclusion: the ethical logic of Al-Sahifais best captured by an
integrative model where "duty" and "purpose" are unified in a single spiritual trajectory (suluk). In
this model:

The ethical agent is simultaneously deontological (acting out of obedience to God's
command), teleological (oriented towards the ultimate end of divine proximity), and virtue-
oriented (undergoing inner transformation through this process).

This resolves apparent contradictions, presenting a cohesive existential path where worship,
rationality, and love for the Divine converge.

Conclusions:

This systematic study of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya concludes that the classical dichotomy between
deontological and teleological ethics is transcended within its ethical framework. The research
successfully formulates a novel "Hierarchical Integrative Model of Duty on the Path to Proximity."

The key conclusions are:

Reconciliation of Opposites: The model demonstrates that duty (taklif) and ultimate purpose (qurb)
are not in inherent conflict but exist in a complementary, longitudinal relationship. Duty is the
necessary means, and proximity to God is the perfecting end.

An Existential Spiritual Path: Sajjadi ethics is not merely a theoretical normative system but an
existential journey (suluk wujudi). Through conscious commitment to divine duty, the ethical agent
traverses the path towards ultimate perfection.

Bridging Philosophical Divides: The model offers a framework that integrates autonomous
rationality (necessary for comprehending duty) with a theonomous foundation of obligation (rooted
in divine command), thus proposing a third way beyond the strict opposition of Kantian self-
legislation and extreme divine command theory.

Significant Implications: This proposed model holds substantial potential: (a) It provides a profound
explanation of the internal logic of Islamic ethics. (b) It facilitates a constructive dialogue between
Islamic moral philosophy and contemporary normative theories. (c) It presents a compelling response
to one of moral philosophy's enduring problems: the conflict between duty and consequence.

Therefore, this research not only illuminates the ethical depths of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya but also
opens new avenues for future research in comparative philosophy of ethics, demonstrating the text's
capacity to contribute to global ethical discourse.
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Abstract

Ethics as a philosophy addresses the concepts and connotations foundational to the science of
morality, where moral epistemology is regarded as a key topic within ethical philosophy. The moral
axioms that substantiate ethical propositions are thus considered part of the discussions in moral
epistemology. Some thinkers appeal to theoretical axioms to justify ethical statements, whereas
others, such as Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Javad Al-Amuli, recognize certain ethical propositions
like “Justice is good” and “Oppression is bad” as self-evident truths and seek to justify theoretical
moral statements by referring to these axioms. This research aims to elucidate and examine Imam
Khomeini’s perspective on moral axioms through his writings. He posits that the self-evidence of
these axiomatic ethical propositions aligns with human nature, and by categorizing ethical topics, he
considers the subjects of these moral axioms as inherently possessing the meanings of goodness and
badness. Here, inherent meaning refers to the intrinsic nature of the subject as per rational
demonstration; however, it appears that moral axioms are analytical propositions and cannot relate to
the external world or identify their own instances. Consequently, moral propositions require the
foundational support of rational axioms for their justification. Furthermore, there exists ambiguity
regarding the intrinsic nature of the badness of lying, which Imam Khomeini supports; this is because
the subject of lying to an enemy for the sake of protecting secrets alters from his perspective, thus not
falling under the category of general lying, In any case, concern about the certainties of ethical issues
is one of the valuable issues that many scholars have discussed with reference to theoretical issues in
accordance with the axioms of theoretical or practical reason.
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Extended abstract

This comprehensive study explores the moral axioms as interpreted through the philosophy of
ethics by Imam Khomeini, emphasizing the epistemological dimensions of ethical judgments.
Khomeini frames ethics as not merely a theoretical understanding of virtues and vices but as an
essential practice intended for the cultivation of the soul. This paper discusses the foundations of
ethical philosophy, particularly the role of self-evident moral principles, and underscores their
significance in rational justification of ethical propositions.

Khomeini’s conception of morality involves understanding its essence through the cultivation of
virtues, which involves deep introspection, moral training, and developing a disposition towards right
actions. He states that ethics is a state of the soul that incites action and is achievable through self-
discipline, contemplation, and habitual practice. For Khomeini, moral propositions such as "justice is
good," "oppression is bad," and "lying is bad" are self-evident recognized and resonate with human
nature. According to him, these self-evident propositions are categories where the meanings of
goodness and badness intrinsically exist, reflective of a logical necessity inherent to the propositions
themselves.

Imam Khomeini categorizes ethical topics into different groups based on their relation to inherent
moral qualities, stating that some moral propositions are inherently good or bad, while others derive
their moral implications from context or consequences. He suggests that some ethical propositions -
particularly those falling under clear axioms - align with the human heart and consciousness, which
forms the basis for moral reasoning.

Imam Khomeini emphasizes that moral prerequisites must involve understanding rational axioms
concerning human existence and appropriate conduct. He asserts that innate moral discernments are
evident in certain axioms and demonstrates this through examples, positing that certain actions such
as kindness and justice arise from innate tendencies towards goodness. Moreover, the emphasis on
rational justification correlates ethical concepts with broader metaphysical frameworks that include
divine will and human responsibility. The philosophy elaborated by Imam Khomeini also includes
discussions on the epistemological foundations of ethical judgments, emphasizing the need for
rational justification of moral statements .

Despite the merits of Khomeini's approach, several ambiguities remain, particularly regarding the
practical applications of ethical theories in everyday life. The distinction between analytical and
synthetic ethical propositions remains contentious, suggesting that interpretations of moral laws may
differ based on individual perception and societal norms. It seem posits that some axiomatic moral
principles cannot establish connections with external realities but function instead as a priori truths
within the moral framework. This realization raises important questions regarding the relational
dynamics between moral axioms and their real-world applications.

In more detail, if we want to present an analysis of moral justification, we must have the following
statement: the axioms presented are analytical, and the analytical proposition is a true and
conditional proposition, and the conditional proposition does not prove the existence of an external
reality. In other words, everyone says: observing justice is obligatory and one should not oppress
anyone, and there is no disagreement or ambiguity in the essence of this proposition. What is disputed
and ambiguous is determining the instances of justice and injustice; such as the fact that a woman's
inheritance is half of a man's inheritance, is it justice or injustice? Moral sentences are not mental
reflections of present knowledge to be considered part of conscience; therefore, moral sentences need
reasoning to justify and prove having an external reality. For example, reasoning to prove the
necessity of a moral act can be obtained as follows:

A certain moral act is the cause of achieving the perfection of true free will. (Sughri: First
Introduction)
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For the realization of the effect, the existence of a cause is necessary (the principle of causality).
(Kubra: Second Premise)

So [to achieve the perfection of true free will,] the existence of such and such a moral act is
necessary. (Conclusion)

The first premise requires proof and is proven based on non-moral self-evident propositions.
Because this proposition states the causality of an action for achieving the perfection of true free will,
and recognizing that an action is an instance of “a necessary cause for achieving the perfection of true
free will” requires proof, just as recognizing the instance of true free will perfection also requires
proof. Kubra’s proposition is also the first non-moral self-evident. Therefore, to justify the necessity of
amoral act, at least two arguments are needed:

1. Proof and recognition of the instance of true free will perfection, which is the ultimate perfection

of man, nearness to God.

2. Proof of the first premise, which is proven through non-moral self-evident propositions, i.e. by
theoretical reason or experience or revelation.

According to the validity of the distinction between theoretical and practical reason, the above
arguments are considered to be the perceptions of theoretical reason, and for this reason, all moral
propositions are referred to theoretical reason.

The conclusion drawn from Khomeini’s teachings revolves around the idea that ethical truths
constitute a foundational aspect of human existence and must be intertwined with the overarching
themes of spirituality and divine purpose. His exploration of moral axioms invites further scholarly
investigation to elucidate the nature of ethical reasoning and the pursuit of knowledge that carries
both metaphysical and practical significance for human actions.

Imam Khomeini views the inherent badness of lying as essential; however, when evaluated in
context, it may not always be deemed intrinsically bad, especially if it serves a beneficial purpose, such
as concealing secrets from an enemy. He differentiates between general and specific lying, stating that
while the former is inherently wrong, the latter can be justified based on its outcomes. Khomeini's
framework suggests that the moral judgment of lying depends on its consequences, aligning value
assessments with potential benefits or harms, indicating that lying can sometimes align with human
nature's pursuit of moral goals.
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Abstract

The Holy Qur’an, through its profound understanding of human psychological mechanisms,
presents a comprehensive motivational system that simultaneously addresses intrinsic motivations-
such as meaning-seeking, psychological tranquility, and perceived competence-and extrinsic
motivations, including social and eschatological rewards and punishments.

The purpose of the present study is to explicate and analyze selected motivational incentives
embedded in Qur’anic teachings with particular reference to verbal and communicative relationships.
The central research question seeks to identify the motivational incentives employed in Qur’anic
teachings to encourage individuals to observe constructive, ethical, and transformative verbal
interactions. The research adopts a qualitative and inferential content analysis methodology. Data
collection is based on a systematic examination of religious texts, library and theoretical sources, as
well as relevant empirical studies. Based on the findings of this study, it can be argued that Qur’anic
teachings, by employing an intelligent and well-structured motivational system, guide individuals
toward appropriate and constructive communicative patterns. This motivational system can be
broadly classified into positive (reinforcing) incentives and negative (deterrent) incentives, each
encompassing profound cognitive and psychological dimensions. By promising the attainment of
desirable behavioral outcomes, these incentives enhance both intrinsic and extrinsic motivation to
adhere to commendable verbal conduct. Qur’anic incentives should not be understood merely as a
collection of moral injunctions; rather, they are grounded in a practical and sophisticated
psychological framework that addresses the deepest layers of human existence and directs individuals
toward transformative communication and psychological well-being. Encouraging positive verbal
behaviors gradually converts them into stable habits and enduring behavioral patterns, ultimately
resulting in personal transformation and, on a broader level, transformation within social relational
networks.
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Extended Abstract

In Islam, considerable emphasis is placed on eloquence, refined speech, and thoughtful verbal
expression. Qur’anic teachings, grounded in a profound understanding of human nature and
psychological mechanisms, offer a set of practical guidelines for cultivating a healthy individual and
social life. Thoughtful and measured speech emerges from a calm, coherent mode of thinking and a
well-balanced personality, whereas unstable and anxious cognition—lacking a firm foundation—fails
to produce wise and prudent discourse. Accordingly, the quality of human speech reflects underlying
cognitive, emotional, and personality structures.

The highest model of verbal conduct is found in the divine speech of the Qur’an, which, both in
content and expression, is characterized by beauty, politeness, clarity, eloquence, strength, and
wisdom. Likewise, the sayings of the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them), rooted in divine
revelation, embody thoughtful, rational, wise, and appealing forms of expression. The foundation of
eloquent and measured speech lies in the speaker’s kindness, wisdom, and intellectual maturity; for
gentle, respectful, and pleasant speech can only emanate from a personality marked by moderation
and insight. Constructive and normative verbal expressions are thus products of deep, rational, and
wisdom-based perspectives, playing a vital role in the health and stability of human relationships.

The Qur’anic and Prophetic emphasis on desirable verbal interactions should not be regarded
merely as abstract moral injunctions; rather, they constitute psychologically grounded guidelines for
fostering a peaceful and successful individual and social life. Contemporary psychological research not
only fails to contradict these teachings but also empirically affirms their depth and effectiveness,
providing rational motivation for adherence to them. Empirical studies demonstrate that effective
verbal communication plays a central role in strengthening relationships, enhancing life satisfaction,
resolving conflicts, and reinforcing emotional bonds. Open, respectful, and empathetic
communication facilitates mutual understanding, trust-building, and the overall effectiveness of
interpersonal and social relationships.

A careful examination of Qur'anic verses and the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
reveals that Islamic teachings present various motivational incentives aimed at improving verbal
communication and introducing its key manifestations. Among the most significant motivational and
encouraging dimensions of verbal interaction emphasized in Quranic and Hadith sources are the following:

First, encouraging the use of beautiful and refined language in verbal communication. Islam considers the
use of noble and appropriate words an essential expectation in interpersonal relations, and the Qur’an calls
upon all people to engage in good and graceful speech. Such verbal conduct contributes to the consolidation
of relationships, the strengthening of social bonds, and the enhancement of social acceptance.

Second, promoting gentle language and discouraging verbal harshness. The Qur'an repeatedly
emphasizes soft speech, avoidance of rudeness, and the adoption of dignified and gracious discourse,
presenting gentleness in communication as a means of fostering intimacy, empathy, and positive
transformation. Conversely, harshness and verbal aggression are portrayed as leading to social
alienation and relational disintegration.

Third, encouraging truthful, coherent, and comprehensible speech. Islamic teachings, particularly
the Qur’an, call for gawl sadid—speech that is firm, truthful, and free from falsehood and injustice. The
Qur’an discourages futile argumentation and instead advocates rational dialogue and constructive
debate conducted in the best possible manner.

Fourth, motivating individuals to observe respectful, courteous, and pleasant forms of expression.
From the Qur’anic perspective, speech should be dignified, respectful, gentle, and emotionally
considerate, as verbal expressions exert profound psychological and emotional effects on others and
play a decisive role in cultivating empathy, mutual respect, and the overall well-being of social
relationships.
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Abstract

One of the fundamental concerns of contemporary human life is achieving an authentic and
ethically grounded mode of existence amid social, media-driven, and identity-based pressures. The
phenomenon of borrowed living refers to a mode of existence in which individuals, instead of relying
on inner intuition, ethical self-awareness, and rational judgment, base their lives on the judgments,
preferences, and value systems of others. From Rumi’s perspective, this form of life constitutes the
source of many ethical, psychological, and spiritual crises.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method inspired by hermeneutic phenomenology and
examines Rumi’s primary texts—especially the Mathnawi—while interpreting the extracted data
through the lenses of normative ethics and contemporary moral ontology. The findings reveal that
Rumi conceives borrowed living as a form of hidden servitude in which the individual becomes
detached from truth, God, and awakened conscience, and falls into blind imitation, approval-seeking,
self-alienation, instrumental reason, and social judgment. Such a life results in moral irresponsibility,
loss of free choice, weakened self-awareness, and disconnection from one’s authentic human identity.

The study concludes that Rumi’s critique of borrowed living provides a coherent ethical and
educational framework for attaining an authentic life. His proposed remedies include cultivating
critical thinking, practicing inner vigilance, liberating oneself from social self-alienation, safeguarding
spiritual independence, and reconnecting with the source of divine love. This analysis demonstrates
that Rumi’s ethical insights are not only effective for individual moral transformation but can also
contribute to the cultivation of ethical life and cultural refinement in contemporary society.

Keyword: Borrowed living, Ethics, Self-alienation, Rumi, Authentic life, Mathnawi.
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Extended Abstract
Background

One of the most pressing concerns of contemporary human existence is the erosion of authentic
and ethically grounded life under the influence of social conformity, media saturation, identity
performance, and externally imposed systems of value. In modern societies, individuals are
increasingly encouraged to define themselves through public approval, collective norms, and
dominant cultural expectations rather than through reflective self-awareness and moral
responsibility. This condition gives rise to what may be termed borrowed living: a mode of existence in
which individuals construct their identities, values, and life orientations by borrowing them from
others rather than grounding them in inner ethical insight and conscious choice.

While the problem of inauthentic existence has been extensively examined in existentialist
philosophy—most notably in the works of Kierkegaard, Heidegger, and Sartre—its systematic
exploration within Persian Islamic mysticism remains limited. In studies on Jalal al-Din Rumi, themes
such as self-knowledge, imitation, moral awakening, and spiritual authenticity have been discussed,
yet “borrowed living” has not been examined as a distinct phenomenological and ethical category.
This study addresses this gap by offering a phenomenological analysis of borrowed living in Rumi’s
thought, with particular emphasis on the Mathnawi, and by situating his insights within contemporary
ethical and existential concerns.

Method

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology inspired by hermeneutic phenomenology. Rather
than imposing predefined philosophical frameworks, it allows the phenomenon of borrowed living to
emerge from Rumi’s own textual universe. Core passages from the Mathnawi are examined to identify
experiential patterns related to imitation, self-alienation, moral passivity, and loss of authentic
agency. These patterns are analyzed phenomenologically as lived structures of experience rather than
abstract moral prescriptions.

The extracted data are then interpreted in dialogue with normative ethics, contemporary moral
ontology, and existential psychology. This comparative dimension does not aim to equate Rumi with
modern existentialist thinkers, but rather to illuminate convergences and divergences in their
understandings of authenticity, responsibility, and ethical life. Through this method, the study
reconstructs Rumi’s implicit phenomenology of borrowed living and articulates its ethical
implications for both individual and social life.

Findings

The analysis reveals that Rumi conceives borrowed living as a form of hidden servitude. In this
condition, the individual becomes detached from truth, divine presence, and awakened conscience,
while remaining largely unaware of this captivity. Borrowed living is not merely a social problem but
an existential-ethical state in which the human being relinquishes moral agency and substitutes inner

discernment with external validation.

Several interrelated dimensions of borrowed living emerge from Rumi’s thought. These include self-
alienation and forgetfulness of one’s true identity; dependence on social judgment and approval; fear
of exclusion and loss of popularity; blind imitation of the masses; domination of instrumental reason
over ethical and spiritual insight; attachment to transient pleasures, status, and material success;
susceptibility to flattery and deceptive praise; and separation from divine guidance and authentic
spiritual companionship. Together, these elements produce a fragmented self characterized by
weakened autonomy, diminished responsibility, and moral instability.

Rumi contrasts this condition with authentic living, which he defines as a return to the true self
through spiritual awakening, ethical self-awareness, and liberation from imitation. Unlike modern
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existentialist models that emphasize radical self-grounding autonomy, Rumi situates authenticity
within a theocentric and love-centered framework. Authentic life arises through remembrance of
one’s divine origin, cultivation of inner vigilance, and alignment of reason with love and moral
insight. Ethical responsibility, in this view, is inseparable from spiritual consciousness and self-
knowledge.
Conclusion

This study concludes that Rumi’s critique of borrowed living offers a coherent and comprehensive
ethical framework with enduring contemporary relevance. His analysis exposes borrowed living as a
fundamental source of ethical irresponsibility, loss of freedom, and identity distortion, while his
proposed remedies provide pathways toward authentic moral existence. These remedies include
cultivating critical and reflective thinking, resisting social conformity, practicing continual self-
examination, safeguarding spiritual independence, moderating attachment to public approval, and
reconnecting with divine love as the ultimate source of meaning and value.

Beyond individual transformation, Rumi’s insights have significant implications for ethical
education, cultural critique, and social analysis. The concept of borrowed living provides a powerful
lens for understanding contemporary phenomena such as identity performance, consumerist
selthood, social-media exhibitionism, and approval-dependent morality. Ultimately, this research
argues that Rumi’s phenomenological vision transcends its historical context and offers a viable
ethical response to the challenges of modern life, contributing to the cultivation of authentic,
responsible, and spiritually grounded human existence.
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Abstract

Subject: Contemporary research shows that intelligence alone is not capable of solving complex
problems, and the concept of wisdom has been proposed as the ideal point of human progress.
Objective: The objective of this study was to investigate the factors affecting the development of the
wisdom component. Method: This research was conducted using fuzzy cognitive maps and from the
perspective of ten psychology experts who were selected purposefully and with specific criteria. Each
expert was given the task of determining the relationships between the factors (weight matrix) and
completing the model if necessary. Findings: The results showed that wisdom with an internal degree
of 2.13 has positive and reinforcing relationships with the variables of piety and self-cultivation,
thinking, questioning and exploration, critical thinking, learning science, and using experiences.
These relationships can strengthen constructive feedback loops and the development of individuals'
cognitive and psychological capabilities. The thinking variable with an externality score of 2.7 had the
greatest impact on other variables. Negative and inhibitory relationships were also observed between
wisdom and the variables of fear of death, death avoidance, and negative affect. Sub-pathways
affecting wisdom were also identified, which show components with an indirect reinforcing effect.
Results: This study has used a fuzzy cognitive map for the first time to analyze the components of
wisdom. The results can help researchers and decision-makers to better understand the complex
relationships between variables and provide more effective strategies for cultivating and developing
wisdom.
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Extended Abstract

Background: contemporary research emphasizes that intelligence alone is insufficient to address
the multifaceted and complex challenges of modern life (Sternberg & Speckolations, 2018). Wisdom, a
concept with profound historical, cultural, and philosophical roots, has been regarded across
civilizations and eras as one of the highest human virtues (Walsh & Reim, 2015). Early psychological
literature conceptualized wisdom as the ideal endpoint of human development (Staudinger & Gliick,
2011), while Islamic perspectives highlight reflection, ethical discernment, and reasoning as essential
for human flourishing (Aghaei Abrandabadi et al., 1402). Despite observable generational increases in
intelligence quotient (IQ), contemporary societies do not necessarily demonstrate enhanced wisdom,
ethical judgment, or psychological well-being, suggesting that cognitive skills alone are insufficient
for holistic human development (Ghorbani & Yousefi, 1397; 1395). This discrepancy raises critical
questions about the factors and mechanisms that foster wisdom in contemporary contexts.

Objective: The present study aimed to investigate and model the factors influencing the
cultivation of wisdom using a Fuzzy Cognitive Map (FCM) approach. Specifically, it sought to identify
both direct and indirect causal relationships among psychological, ethical, and experiential variables
that contribute to the development of wisdom, and to elucidate the reinforcing and inhibitory
pathways that affect its growth.

Method: A FCM methodology was employed to capture the causal structure among multiple
variables affecting wisdom. Experts in relevant domains identified key factors and determined the
directional strength of relationships between them. The FCM allowed for visualization of central
nodes, feedback loops, and reinforcing or inhibitory pathways. The model incorporated both
quantitative (in-degree, out-degree, and causal weights) and qualitative assessments to provide a
comprehensive mapping of the wisdom network. Positive weights indicated reinforcing relationships,
whereas negative weights represented inhibitory or constraining effects. This approach facilitated the
identification of variables with the greatest influence on wisdom and the pathways through which
indirect effects operate.

Findings: Analysis of the FCM revealed wisdom as the central node (in-degree = 2.13), under the
influence of multiple interacting variables. Thinking (out-degree = 2.7) emerged as the most
influential factor impacting other constructs. Positive and reinforcing relationships were observed
between wisdom and variables including piety and self-purification, reflective thinking, inquiry and
exploration, critical thinking, knowledge acquisition, and experiential learning. In contrast, fear of
death, death avoidance, and negative affect displayed inhibitory relationships with wisdom. Several
variables exerted indirect effects on wisdom through mediating pathways: reflective thinking
enhanced inquiry and exploration, which in turn strengthened wisdom; critical thinking combined
with inquiry and exploration contributed further positive effects. Spiritual intelligence influenced
wisdom indirectly through its positive impact on psychological well-being, and age contributed
positively via the enhancement of experiential learning. These results indicate that wisdom emerges
from a network of interdependent cognitive, ethical, and experiential factors, with both direct and
mediated pathways contributing to its development.

Conclusion: The present study underscores the multidimensional nature of wisdom as a
construct shaped by interrelated cognitive, ethical, and experiential variables. The findings highlight
the centrality of reflective and critical thinking, inquiry, moral cultivation, and experiential
engagement in fostering wisdom. The FCM approach provides a robust framework for mapping these
complex interactions and identifying key leverage points for intervention. Practical implications
include the potential for educational, ethical, and spiritual programs to target these influential factors,
promoting wisdom as a higher-order cognitive and moral competency essential for human
flourishing.
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